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Bond refi nancing saves taxpayers $23.2 million over 13 years

9

Pope Elementary kindergartner Jayden Croswhite practices writing 
the letter “D.” The school bond proposes building a 200-student 
classroom addition and other improvements at Pope Elementary. 
Read more about the proposed elementary expansion on page 5.

continued on page 4

School bond election 
is February 12, 2013 

I N S I D E

Ballots for the February 12, 2013 
Special Election have been sent to 
registered voters and must be mailed or 
dropped off in postage-free ballot drop 
boxes by election day to be counted.

The Puyallup School District has placed 
a $279.6 million bond measure on the 
Special Election ballot to address facil-
ity and technology needs districtwide.

The Pierce County Auditor’s Offi ce 
mailed local ballots to registered voters 
on January 25. Earlier this month, the 
offi ce sent ballots to military and U.S. 
citizens overseas.  

Ballots must be postmarked, or depos-
ited in postage-free drop boxes located 
throughout the community, by February 

School bond addresses growth, technology
Puyallup School District voters will be 
asked to consider a $279.6 million school 
bond in the February 12, 2013 Special 
Election to address continued facility and 
technology needs districtwide.

Building a new elementary school, adding 
classrooms to existing elementary and 
high schools, making improvements at 
aging schools, and supplying all class-
rooms with equitable technology are key 
elements of the bond proposal.

About 4,000 students, or approximately 20 
percent of all students districtwide, spend 
all or part of their school day in portable 
classrooms because of a lack of perma-
nent classroom space inside main school 
buildings.

Puyallup is the ninth largest district in 
Washington with more than 20,500 stu-
dents. Enrollment projections released last 
month show that number is expected to 
climb by more than 2,500 students in the 
next 10 years.

Revised fi nancial information received by 
the district earlier this month indicates the 
estimated total tax for the proposed school 
bond will be less than originally projected. 
The savings to taxpayers is mostly due to 
the $23.2 million savings generated from 
the 2004 school bonds that were refi -
nanced in 2012.

The owner of a home valued at $200,000, 
for example, would pay about $12 more 
per month in property taxes rather than the 
$15 earlier projected. Low-income senior 
citizens and people with disabilities may 
qualify for a tax exemption.

Homeowners who want to see an estimate 

of the property tax increase based on their 
specifi c home value can view a property 
tax impact calculator on the school district 
website.

The school bond proposes more than a 
dozen major projects that would be carried 

continued on page 6

Given favorable bond market conditions 
and historically low interest rates, the 
district has, for the second time in the past 
year, refi nanced a portion of the school 
bonds voters approved in 2004 for a com-
bined savings to taxpayers of more than 
$23 million over the next 13 years.

“This is about as big a win as we could 
imagine,” Superintendent Tim Yeomans 
said just hours after the latest bond re-
funding bids were opened in November. 

Refunding allows the district to issue new 
bonds at a lower interest rate to pay off 
existing bonds that were issued with a 
higher interest rate. This is the same con-
cept as refi nancing a home mortgage.

Last January the school board refi nanced a 
portion of the 2004 voter-approved school 
bonds for a savings of $11.4 million over 
12 years.

The latest bond refi nance will save taxpay-
ers $11.8 million over the next 13 years, or 
nearly one million dollars every year.

The savings is nearly triple the amount 
the district had targeted earlier this month 
and refl ects a historically low interest rate 
of 1.95 percent — down from nearly 5 
percent on the old debt.

“Combined, the refunding of our bonds 
will save taxpayers $23.2 million, which 
is money that stays in our local economy,” 
Yeomans said. “The decision to move 
forward with the refunding is evidence of 
the school board’s vision and stewardship 
of public money.”

The savings is also refl ective, Yeomans 
said, of the school district’s “exceptional 
credit rating” with the nation’s two big-
gest bond credit-rating agencies — Stan-
dard & Poor’s and Moody’s Investors 
Service.

Like good personal fi nancial credit scores, 
better bond ratings — combined with 
positive bond market conditions and the 
timing of the bond sale — result in lower 

continued on page 5

Construction workers move ahead with building Carson Elementary 
School in fall 2006. The school was built with voter-approved 2004 
school bonds, a portion of which were refi nanced in 2012 for a 
$23.2 million savings to taxpayers.
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A long-term vision of our school facilities

Technology is foundational classroom tool
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District Mission

The Puyallup School District, in 
par tnership  wi th  our  d iverse 
communities, educates and inspires 
students to reach their full potential.

Connections Editorial Policy

Connections is published periodically 
by the Puyallup School District as part 
of a communications link between the 
district and the community. Its intent 
and purpose is to provide the board 
and district staff a venue to inform 
community members about programs, 
goals, and activities of public education 
in the Puyallup School District.  
Please direct questions or comments 
to Brian Fox, executive director 
of communications, information, 
and arts education, P.O. Box 370, 
Puyallup WA 98371; telephone (253) 
841-8703; or e-mail foxbd@puyallup.
k12.wa.us. Responses, as appropriate, 
will be provided directly to those who 
contact this offi ce.

Coordinator: 
Brian Fox

Editor and Writer: 
Susan Gifford

Technical Assistance: 
Dale Carrington

Puyallup School District does not 
discriminate on the basis of  sex, race, 
creed, religion, color, national origin, 
age, honorably discharged veteran 
or military status, sexual orientation 
including gender expression or 
identity, the presence of any sensory, 
mental, or physical disability, or the 
use of a trained dog guide or service 
animal by a person with a disability 
in its programs and activities, and 
provides equal access to the Boy 
Scouts and other designated youth 
groups. Questions and complaints 
of alleged discrimination may be 
directed to Lorraine Wilson, assistant 
superintendent of human resources 
(253) 841-8764; chief equity and 
achievement offi cer (253) 840-8966; 
Title IX coordinator (253) 841-8785; 
or Section 504 coordinator (253) 
841-8700.

Being a great steward of public funds is 
one of the primary responsibilities of any 
school district. We are directly account-
able to our voters and taxpayers, and it 
is only with their support that we receive 
levy dollars for the day-to-day opera-
tions of our schools and bond dollars for 
the construction of schools and support 
facilities. It is very important to me, as 
superintendent, that our public is aware 
that we take the fi duciary responsibility of 
managing our funds extremely seriously.

The Puyallup School District has a 
superior record of fi nancial steward-
ship as demonstrated by 10 consecutive 
“clean audits” that we have received 
from the state auditor’s offi ce. During the 
2012 calendar year the Puyallup School 
District has twice undertaken the process 
of refi nancing existing bonds that had 
been issued in prior years. This refi nanc-
ing effort, which is much like refi nancing 
a home mortgage, will result in $23.2 
million dollars of savings to our local 
taxpayers over the next 13 years. These 
are actual property taxes that will not need 
to be collected from our taxpayers due to 
the lower borrowing costs, and these dol-
lars will remain in our community to help 

stimulate our local economy.

The Puyallup School Board’s decision to 
place a bond measure before voters on 
February 12, 2013 was only undertaken 
after two years of study and a highly 
detailed recommendation by the Citi-
zens Facilities Advisory Committee. The 
board took into account favorable interest 
rates, construction costs, and the desire to 
help create jobs in our community while 
considering the educational needs of our 
students now and in the future. When the 
special election occurs next month, it will 
have been nine years since voters last 
approved a bond measure in the Puyallup 
School District.
  
This year more than 4,000 of our stu-

dents receive their education in por-
table classrooms for part or all of every 
school day. Many of these portables 
have been on our school campuses for 
well over a decade to accommodate 
growing student enrollment. According 
to a 2008 state audit report, the Puyallup 
School District had the highest percent-
age of portable classrooms among the 
10 largest school districts in the state. 
As the economy regains strength and the 
housing market strengthens, the popula-
tion of students in our district is pro-
jected to grow signifi cantly. 

The results of the 2004 voter-approved 
school bond measure are a further dem-
onstration of this district’s careful fi nan-
cial stewardship. The funds have been 
well managed, and the district has been 
able to deliver on all promised projects. 
The completed facilities are widely used 
by the community and contribute greatly 
to the quality of life in Puyallup.

I would encourage each of our citizens 
to learn more about the proposed school 
bond measure at www.puyallup.k12.
wa.us  and exercise your constitutional 
right to vote on February 12, 2013.

For many, the picture of the educational 
classroom remains a teacher giving a 
lecture, the sound of chalk running across 
a board, and a tried-and-true textbook on 
every student’s desk. However, that vision 
is not only outdated but guarantees failure 
— failure to equip and inspire the next 
generation of leaders to achieve success 
and drive meaningful impact in our world. 
 
In the 21st century, technology has be-
come an increasingly critical part of our 
personal and professional lives. Technol-
ogy is a foundational tool in how we 
communicate, receive information, and 
learn about and engage our community 
and world. It is no longer a “nice to have” 
or “want.” Technology is a fundamental 
resource that must be invested in to maxi-
mize our potential. 

Our students and educators routinely 

describe technology in their schools as 
signifi cantly outdated or, worse, nonexis-
tent. It has been nine years since district 
voters last approved a school bond that 
paid in part for upgrades to student and 
staff computers. Most of us don’t wait 
nine years to replace a home or business 
computer. Why would we expect our 
students to try to learn with technology 
that is essentially obsolete? Investments 
in school technology have become an 
imperative for us.

Parents, educators, and community mem-
bers have a crucial decision to make in 
the February 12, 2013 Special Election. 
One of the proposed Puyallup School 
District school bond projects features 
classroom technology and computer sys-
tem upgrades. Technology is a founda-
tional piece of how we create long-term 
success in the lives of our children.
 
As a district, technology is infused in 
our educational philosophy and strategic 
framework:
• Long-range Vision and Strategy
 We see technology as a solid strategic 

investment for our future, not a one-
time event. It is not simply a matter of 

“buy them, install them, and sit back” 
to enjoy the difference they make. 
We are committed to a strategic effort 
to fund, support, and maximize the 
results of our technology investments.

• Endeavoring to Empower and Equip
 We strive to equip our educators with 

the tools necessary to teach and inspire 
our students. Through technology, 
our educators continue to learn new 
instructional strategies and transform 
their approach to teaching.

• Creating Access and Integration
 We believe students must have 

access to updated technology in the 
environments where they learn and 
where the tools are fully integrated into 
ongoing classroom work. Technology 
gives our students access to a depth of 
global resources, allows for speed of 
processing, and creates fl uid and real-
time learning.

It’s time for us to step up, catch up, and 
live up to our responsibilities to bring 
equity in technology across the district 
and put all students on the same playing 
fi eld to prepare them for college and the 
workplace.

Board honored for fourth straight year

The Puyallup School Board has been named a Board of Distinction 
in Washington. Superintendent Tim Yeomans (right) joins board 
members and newly elected 2012-13 offi cers (from left): Director 
Dane Looker, Legislative Representative Pat Donovan, Vice President 
Greg Heath, President Chris Ihrig, and Director Pat Jenkins.

For the fourth consecutive year, the 
Puyallup School Board has been named 
a Board of Distinction in Washington 
state.

Puyallup is one of 10 school boards 
from districts with more than 9,000 
students to receive the honor from the 
Washington State School Directors As-
sociation (WSSDA).

A total of 23 of the state’s 295 districts, 
including those identifi ed as small- and 
medium-sized districts, received the 
recognition on November 16 at the an-
nual WSSDA conference in Spokane.  

Superintendent Tim Yeomans, who 
attended the awards ceremony with 
board members, said the honor is “a 

continued on page 7
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Kindergarten registration begins March 19 

District honors Classifi ed School Employees of the Year

School schedule 
changes in fall 2013

Ridgecrest Elementary kindergartners ask classmate Kennedi 
Course about her hat during sharing time focused on things that 
start with the letter “Z,” shown on a card held by teacher Kimberly 
Amsden. 

Kindergarten registration begins the 
evening of March 19 for students who will 
enter the district for the fi rst time in fall 
2013.

Evening registration will be from 6 to 
7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 19. Daytime 
registration begins on Wednesday, March 
20 and continues through the remainder of 
the school year. Check with local schools 
for daytime registration hours, as times 
may vary.

Parents of all students entering kindergar-
ten should register at their neighborhood 
school or at the school near their daycare 
center. Early registration is necessary to 
plan for appropriate staffi ng levels.

Kindergarten registration packets are 
available at elementary schools the week 
prior to registration but will not be ac-
cepted until registration begins.

The following are required at the time of 
registration:
• Proof of the child’s birthday, such 

as a birth certifi cate. Children must 
be 5 years old on or before August 
31, 2013 to be eligible to register for 
kindergarten. The district does not test 
for early entrance.

• Proof of address (recent utility bill, 
lease agreement, etc.).

• Proof that the child has had the state-

required immunizations, including the 
dates given.

Immunizations required by state law are 
listed on the school district website.

Required immunizations can be obtained 
from a family physician or by contacting 
the Mary Bridge Mobile Immunization 
Clinic at (253) 403-1767.

Free child immunizations for infants 
through age 19 are also available be-
tween 12:30 and 5 p.m. Tuesdays through 
Saturdays at the MultiCare Immunization 
Clinic at South Hill Mall in Puyallup. 

Shot records are required at the MultiCare 
Immunization Clinic, and children must be 
accompanied by a parent or legal guardian.

Beginning in fall 2013, the Puyallup 
School District will no longer schedule 
early school dismissal and late arrival 
each Wednesday. Rather, all schools 
will start one hour later each Monday 
that school is in session.

The change in school calendars is be-
ing made to increase instructional time 
for students.

Both morning and afternoon kindergar-
ten will be held on Mondays; however, 
kindergartners will attend school for a 
slighter shorter time than on their Tues-
day through Friday school schedule.

Additionally, there will be nine or 
10 half-days of school scheduled for 
all grade levels throughout the 2013-
14 school year for staff training and 
parent-student conferences. These half-
days will be scheduled and announced 
on the district website after school 
calendars are approved. 

The school board was scheduled to 
consider the 2013-14 student calendars 
at its regular meeting earlier this month.

Pending State Board of Education 
approval, two waiver (no school) days 
also will be added to the 2013-14 
school calendars.

Kalles Junior High campus security of-
fi cer Karle Pitts, Puyallup High book-
keeper Heidi Fraser, and Sunrise Elemen-
tary paraeducator Laura Johnston are this 
year’s Classifi ed School Employees of 
the Year.

The annual awards program recognizes 
the work of school and district non-
teaching staff members “who consistently 
demonstrate outstanding work perfor-
mance, professional leadership, and col-
laboration.”

Karle Pitts

He is described as a top-notch campus 
security offi cer, one of the best dancers 
on campus, and someone who isn’t afraid 
to dress in a pink tutu or take a pie in the 
face if it supports a good cause.

His laughter is infectious, colleagues say, 
whether he is monitoring students at the 
morning bus stop or working security at 

an evening football 
game.

Make no mistake, 
however. Kalles Junior 
High campus security 
offi cer Karle Pitts can 
also be stern when he 
needs to be, holding 
students accountable 
for their actions while 
encouraging them to 

make better choices in the future.

“He has a great balance between fi rm 
and friendly,” said math teacher Heidi 
Matson. “Kids strive to make Karle proud 
of them.”

Pitts oversees the safety and security of 
more than 800 Kalles Junior High students 
and staff. 

“Our school culture is centered around 
kids, and Karle is a huge part of that cul-
ture,” said Principal Mario Casello. “He is 
very kid-oriented, and the kids love him. 
But they also know where that fi ne line is. 
That’s because Karle has set high expecta-
tions for our kids not just at Kalles, but 
around the district.”

Pitts has been at Kalles for nearly 20 
years — long enough for students to come 
through the school and return as teachers.

“The fact that he still is such a major 
infl uence at Kalles is remarkable,” said 
Thomas Haynes, who teaches science and 
math at his junior high alma mater. “If 
the building itself is the skeleton of our 
school, then Karle is the heart and soul.”

In addition to his role at Kalles Junior 
High, Pitts has spent the past 18 years 
working district security at football 
games, graduations, and other school-
sponsored events. He also serves on 
the district’s Diversity Committee and 
Peer Support Network, as well as on the 
school’s safety and discipline committees.

Pitts came to Kalles Junior High after 
spending eight months as Tacoma Mall 
security chief and more than 20 years in 
the Air Force. Pitts served at Air Force 
bases worldwide as a criminal investiga-
tor, law enforcement offi cer, and customs 
supervisor.

He shared about his Air Force days this 
year as the featured guest speaker at the 
school’s Veterans Day assembly.

Pitts, who was raised in Montgomery, 
Ala., is also regularly asked to speak to so-
cial studies classes about the Civil Rights 
Movement.

“I want to make sure that kids see the 
value of education,” he said. “I tell them 
they will get ahead in life by getting an 
education, but they have to earn it.”

While he has his own offi ce at the school, 
Pitts spends little time there. “I like to 
be out in the classes,” he said, adding he 
especially enjoys visiting and reading with 
students in the special education program.

His day is also spent monitoring the halls, 
supervising morning and afternoon bus 
drop-offs and pick-ups, and participating 
in interviews and investigations for school 
rule or policy violations.

Pitts can be counted on to help with school 
assemblies, participate in spirit weeks 
and school plays, fl ip pancakes during the 
Doughnuts for Dads breakfast, and get 
dunked in the school-sponsored dunk tank 
at the Puyallup Spring Fair.

Associated Student Body vice president 
Jesse Jordan describes Pitts as “a really 

great guy” who makes students feel safe 
on campus.

Pitts said he couldn’t imagine doing any-
thing but working at the junior high level.

“They are good kids,” he said. “Some-
times they get a little loosey-goosey, so I 
give them checks and balances. I’m the 
guy with the boundaries. I just hope I can 
make a difference in their lives.”

Heidi Fraser

Heidi Fraser joined Puyallup High School 
in 2006 as a library specialist, worked 
last year as summer school secretary, and 
moved into her current 
role as bookkeeper in 
October.

The majority of 
Fraser’s Classifi ed 
Employee of the 
Year nominations are 
from colleagues who 
worked with her dur-
ing her six years as a 
library specialist.

Career Specialist Shelley Jellison said 
Fraser made the library a welcoming place 
for students to study, research, and con-
gregate in a safe and organized environ-
ment that was open when they needed it 
most.

“The students’ care for her comes from 
her interest in making their day better,” 
Jellison said. “In a very quiet and profes-
sional manner, Heidi has become a pillar 
of the Puyallup High School community.”

Fraser was usually the fi rst to open the 
library in the morning, found books of 
interest for students who told her they 
weren’t interested in reading, and helped 
teens learn how to create resumes and 
prepare for job interviews.

She also kept track of classes coming and 
going from the library and computer lab 
and created a daily bulletin of important 

continued on page 11

Kalles Junior High campus security offi cer and Classifi ed School 
Employee of the Year Karle Pitts (second from right) dances in 
the school Commons at lunch with (from left) students Jaelyn 
Lawber and Renee Strobl, Principal Mario Casello, and student Ellie 
Mildenberger.

Karle Pitts

Heidi Fraser
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12 to be counted. All Washington state 
elections are vote-by-mail.

Ballot drop boxes are open 24 hours daily 
and will continue to accept ballots until 
8 p.m. on election day. The drop boxes 
within the school district are located at:
• Puyallup Library

324 South Meridian, Puyallup
• South Hill Library

15420 Meridian Ave. E., Puyallup
• Edgewood City Hall

2224 104th Ave. E., Edgewood

Pierce County residents who are not yet 
registered to vote in Washington may do 
so in person through Monday, February 4. 
In-person voter registration is done at the 
Pierce County Elections Division, 2501 
South 35th St., Suite C., Tacoma.

To register to vote in Pierce County, ap-
plicants must be:
• At least 18 years old by election day.

• A United States citizen and legal 
Pierce County resident.

• Not under the authority of the 
Department of Corrections.

• Not disqualifi ed from voting due to a 
court order.

To learn more about the proposed school 
bond, see related articles in this issue of 
Connections or visit the school district 
website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On 
the top of the Home page, click informa-
tion links in the 2013 Bond Election box.

School bond election 
is February 12, 2013
continued from page 1

Ballots for the February 12, 2013 Special Election may be dropped 
postage-free in Vote-By-Mail Ballot Drop Boxes as shown above. 

Puyallup School District residents who 
were 61 years of age or older by De-
cember 31, 2012 and whose household 
income is $35,000 or less may qualify 
for a tax exemption from all or part of 
the proposed 2013 school bond.

Regardless of age, residents who have 
a disability that prevents them from be-
ing employed may also qualify for this 
exemption.

Exemptions must be renewed at least 
once every six years unless there is a 
change in status or income. Proof of 
income and/or disability is required.

Additional information on tax exemp-
tions is available by contacting the 
Senior Citizen and Disabled Persons 
Exemption Department Hotline at 
(253) 798-2169.

More information is also available on 
the Pierce County Assessor-Treasurer 
website at www.piercecountywa.org/
Index.aspx?NID=91.

Tax exemptions

Bond proposes classroom technology upgrades districtwide 
No matter a person’s age, educators say 
it’s diffi cult to not be affected by today’s 
digital world.

Health records at the doctor’s offi ce are 
computerized; dental x-rays are pro-
jected onto digital screens; computers 
are plugged into car engines to diagnose 
mechanical problems; and grocery stores 
and malls scan items, save information on 
computers, and e-mail receipts.

“Our classroom world needs to look more 
and more like the world our students live 
in and the world they are going to live 
in when they graduate,” said Sandra Ja-
cobson, director of education technology. 
“Classroom technology reaches multiple 
learning styles, allows teachers to use dif-
ferent media formats, and is successful at 
keeping students engaged.” 

This is why the district requires tech-
nology learning tools such as interac-
tive whiteboards, projectors, document 
cameras, and sound augmentation systems 
in every classroom when new schools are 
built or classrooms are remodeled.

While having the latest technology 
benefi ts students and teachers at those 
new schools, educators say it also creates 
disparity for students and staff at older 
schools with outdated equipment.

Bond technology project

The proposed school bond in the Febru-
ary 12, 2013 Special Election includes a 
project to create more equity by upgrad-
ing technology across the district.

The bond proposes purchasing student 
computer equipment and installing sound 
systems, interactive whiteboards, docu-
ment cameras, and projectors in every 
classroom that does not already have the 
technology.

The new elementary school proposed in 
the bond, as well as the two aging schools 
that would be rebuilt, would get the 
new technology as part of the district’s 
educational specifi cations — features for 
a school or other support building that 
refl ect the goals and programs for that 
facility.

The bond package also proposes provid-
ing students with remote access to district 
computers, improving the district’s wire-
less network capacity to support staff and 
student computer equipment, and training 
staff in how to use the new technology to 
improve teaching and learning.

One benefi t of the technology, teachers 
say, is it helps students of various learning 
styles connect with lessons being taught.

Walk into any classroom in the district’s 
newer schools, for example, and it’s 
common to see teachers regularly using 
interactive whiteboards to present lessons 
in virtually any subject from math and sci-
ence to culinary arts and reading.

The teachers also use document cameras 
to project images or conduct science 
experiments, and they speak into wire-
less microphones amplifi ed over a sound 
system to ensure that all students hear 
them clearly regardless of their location 

in the room.

Several schools have used PTA money 
or school building funds to buy bits and 
pieces of the technology; however, few 
have all of the equipment schoolwide as 
outlined in the district’s educational speci-
fi cations, Jacobson said.

Classroom use

Rogers High School math teacher Jeff 
Beni, social studies and psychology 
teacher Megan Turner, and social studies 
teacher Ken Zentz are three teachers who 
had one of eight new interactive white-
boards installed in their classrooms last 
fall.

An interactive whiteboard displays lessons 
and exercises projected straight from the 
teacher’s computer. Often referred to as 
a SMART Board, it is essentially a giant 
touch screen that can be used somewhat 
like an ATM screen.

Using their fi ngers or special markers 
made for the board, students and teachers 
can change and interact with the infor-
mation being displayed. They can fl ip a 
digital coin during a lesson on probability 
and can spell out new words during a 
reading lesson.

Beni, who teaches Advanced Placement 
statistics and Algebra 1, used the board 
one morning to teach formulas for propor-
tions. As students worked with graphing 
calculators in their hands, Beni guided 

them through a lesson about how to use 
the tool while showing them the steps on 
an interactive graphing calculator on the 
SMART Board.

“Students can see the exact buttons that 
I push on the interactive calculator and 
are able to compare their work to that dis-
played on their own calculators,” he said.

The interactive whiteboard can also in-
stantly create tables and graphs, Beni said, 
for algebra students to use when working 
with linear equations.

Turner said she used the interactive white-
board in her senior social studies class 
last fall to work with polling information 
and discuss predictions about the outcome 
of the November presidential election. In 
psychology, she used the interactive fea-
tures to teach students about the brain.

Zentz, who teaches social studies, said 
he likes to use his interactive whiteboard 
to enhance visuals, such as PowerPoint 
presentations.

“I know students tend to comprehend 
more when they are given a bright visual 
attached to information,” he said. “The 
current student population relies on tech-
nology for all communication and social 
activities. It is my hope that by using the 
SMART Board, we can bridge the gap and 
use technology for education as well.”

Of 85 teachers at Rogers High School, Mt. View Elementary teacher Jim Ball asks students how to divide a 
fraction as he teaches math on an interactive whiteboard. 

Rogers High Advanced Placement Statistics teacher Jeff Beni uses 
a graphing calculator shown on an interactive whiteboard to teach 
students about formulas for proportions.

continued on page 5
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overall borrowing costs.

The savings fl ow directly to taxpayers through reduced tax 
levies. None of the money is available for district expens-
es, said Corine Pennington, the school 
district’s chief fi nancial offi cer.

“This is a direct savings to our 
community members in the form of 
$23.2 million of property taxes they 
will not have to pay,” Pennington 
said.

The 2004 school bond paid for a 
variety of facility improvements 
throughout the district, including the 
construction of Carson and Edgerton 
elementary schools, as well as Glacier View Junior High; 
the replacement of Kalles and Aylen junior high schools; 
and a one-story classroom addition at Puyallup High.

The bonds also paid for the upgrade of junior high sci-
ence labs, classroom additions and other improvements 
at Fruitland and Meeker elementary schools, remodels 
or other infrastructure work at Ferrucci Junior High and 
Northwood Elementary, the relocation of the Information 
Technology Center, special education classroom modifi -
cations, and districtwide technology improvements.

All of these projects were completed on budget and on 
or ahead of schedule.

State match money collected from the 2004 bonds have 
also paid for projects including a new fi eld, track, and 
sound system at Sparks Stadium, as well as track and 
fi eld improvements at Emerald Ridge High School.

Emerald Ridge High School
Assistant Principal

Name: Laura King
Former Position: Principal at Spin-
ning Elementary School
Past Positions: King has been prin-
cipal at Spinning Elementary since 
fall 2008. Before that, she served as 
principal at Shaw Road Elementary, 
principal at Stewart Elementary, and assistant principal at 
Shaw Road and Wildwood elementary schools. She has 
been with the Puyallup School District since 1996. King 
began teaching in 1980 in the Clover Park School District 
and taught for Sumner, Eatonville, and Kent school 
districts.
Degrees: Bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Pacifi c 
Lutheran University.

Spinning Elementary School
Principal

Name: Collette Stewart
Former Position: Assistant Principal 
at Emerald Ridge High School
Past Positions: Stewart joined the 
Emerald Ridge High staff as an as-
sistant principal in fall 2006. Before 

Principal John Bustad said only fi ve teaching stations had 
access to an interactive whiteboard before he purchased 
the eight new ones this past year with building funds.

“The SMART Boards are a terrifi c teaching tool, and 
they should be in every classroom,” he said.

The interactive teaching tool has also yielded positive 
learning results in elementary and junior high schools.

Mt. View Elementary Principal Nancy Strobel, for ex-
ample, used building funds in recent years to purchase 
some interactive whiteboards for her classrooms, while 
the school PTA purchased others.

“When we do lessons using technology, there is a dif-
ferent level of attention among students,” Strobel said. 
“That’s how they have grown up learning, and we need 
to respond to that.” 

Ridgecrest Elementary fourth-grade teacher Louis 
Tibbs uses his interactive whiteboard regularly to 
teach subjects such as reading, expository writing, and 
science. He also has students sign up for lunch on the 
screen as they walk into class each morning.

Tibbs and other teachers say their biggest complaint is 
not having mounted projectors, which are part of the 
technology package in the proposed school bond elec-
tion. Most existing classroom projectors are set on carts, 
which teachers say take up space in classrooms and must 
be realigned and calibrated when they are bumped.

Mt. View Elementary teacher Jim Ball, who teaches 
a split fi fth- and sixth-grade class, has two carts in his 
classroom with projectors pointed to an interactive 
whiteboard on one end of the room and a pull-down 
screen on the other. He uses a wireless microphone to 
amplify his voice.

“Using instructional technology like the projector, mi-
crophone, and especially the SMART Board is vital to 
keeping my students engaged in the learning process,” 
he said. “Having a mounted projector would have a 
dramatic impact on maximizing fl oor space and making 
my classroom more streamlined and effi cient.”

Jacobson added, “The modern student’s world is visual 
and interactive. We need to make their learning relevant 
if we are to continue to help more and more students be 
successful.”

Technology improvements
continued from page 4

Bond refi nancing saves 
taxpayers $23.2 million
continued from page 1

that, she worked as an assistant principal at Rogers High 
School, an administrative intern at Puyallup High School, 
a health and fi tness teacher at Puyallup High and Kalles 
Junior High schools, and a physical education specialist 
at various Puyallup School District elementary schools. 
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Eastern Washington 
University and master’s degree from City University.

Business Services 
Payroll Director

Name: Kathleen McGough
Former Position: Fiscal Support 
Analyst with Olympic Educational 
Service District #114
Past Positions: McGough became 
a fi scal support analyst with the 
Olympic Educational Service Dis-
trict in October 2005. Before that, she worked fi ve years 
in the South Kitsap School District in roles including 
payroll technician, accounting specialist in the Medicaid 
program, and buyer in the purchasing department. Her 
past experience also includes working as a co-owner of 
a bookstore, a real estate sales associate and advertising 
manager, a project development engineer, a production 
department supervisor, and a customer service depart-
ment manager.
Degree: Bachelor’s degree from University of Washington. 

Meet newly appointed leadership

On a typical day at Pope 
Elementary, visitors who ar-
rive between late morning and 
early afternoon fi nd themselves 
surrounded by a steady fl ow of 
students being served lunch in 
the main foyer.

Afternoon kindergartners also 
frequently have to dodge around 
older students in the lunch line 
and at times duck under their 
food trays as they arrive mid-
day and maneuver around the 
salad bar and condiment carts to 
their classroom.

“It gets crazy in here,” said assis-
tant food server Tracy Tresaugue 
as she scooped taco fi xings onto 
a student’s plate during a recent 
lunch. When children bump into 
each other, she added, lunches 
spill onto the fl oor.

Noise from lunch carts roll-
ing across the tile fl oor and 
from students in the lunch lines can also be disruptive to 
nearby classes, teachers say.

“We have to shut our classroom door during lunch,” said 
kindergarten teacher Jennifer Dever.

A school bond package on the February 12, 2013 Special 
Election ballot includes a proposal to expand Pope 
Elementary School to a 750-student school and make 
improvements including the addition of a cafeteria with a 
lunch-service area.

classrooms still need to come inside the main school 
building to go to the library, gym, specialist rooms, com-
puter lab, and restrooms.

“The extra students put a strain on those support spaces 
inside the building,” he said.

The proposed expansion for an additional 200 students 
would add a two-story classroom addition on the north 
end of the existing building.

Other planned improvements include moving the school’s 
main offi ce and kindergarten classes, building a cafeteria, 
and expanding the bus loop and parking areas.

Principal Dave Sunich said he is excited about the 
proposed improvements. “The classroom addition, in par-
ticular, will be proactive as it will help us with anticipated 
growth,” he said. “This will keep us from having so many 
students in portables.”

Pope Elementary opened in 1981. New carpet, paint, 
lighting, and improved heating and cooling systems were 
included in $3 million of improvements funded nine 
years ago as part of the 2004 school bond measure.

“These improvements in 2004 will save taxpayers money 
in this proposed bond project,” said Director of Capital 
Projects Gary Frentress.

The proposed Pope Elementary bond project would begin 
the design process in March 2015. Construction would be 
fi nished in time for students to occupy their new class-
rooms on the fi rst day of school in September 2017.

Pope expansion proposed in bond

Pope Elementary is built to serve 550 students; however 
enrollment usually exceeds that. Nearly 600 students are 
enrolled this year, and enrollment has been as high as 
1,100 students in past years.

District enrollment projections forecast more growth is 
on the way in the next 10 years.

Portable classrooms, which are detached units that sit on 
the school property, have eased the crowding; however, 
they are not acceptable as a long-term housing solution, 
said Chief Operations Offi cer Rudy Fyles.

The temporary units provide a place for children to learn, 
but they have less than half of the space needed to fully 
educate students, Fyles said. Students housed in portable 

“The classroom addition, in particular, will 
be proactive as it will help us with antici-
pated growth.”

Principal Dave Sunich

Afternoon kindergartners maneuver around older students 
getting lunch in the foyer as the younger students head to class 
at Pope Elementary. The school bond proposes expanding Pope 
Elementary with more classrooms and a cafeteria.

Corine
Pennington
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out between 2013 and 2017. The follow-
ing is a brief summary of the proposed 
projects.

New elementary school

Build a 750-student elementary school 
in the southwest area of the district. The 
school would be located on nearly 17 
acres of undeveloped property on the 
north side of 144th Street East just west 
of 80th Avenue Court East. The elemen-
tary school would help relieve crowded 
conditions at Carson Elementary and 
other neighboring elementary schools, 
as well as prepare for projected enroll-
ment growth in the region. Elementary 
school enrollment is projected to in-
crease by 1,200 students in the Puyallup 
School District in the next 10 years. The 
new school would open in September 
2017.
  
High school classroom
additions and improvements

Emerald Ridge High: Build a 400-stu-
dent classroom addition on the southeast 
end of the existing building. The project 
also includes relocating the library 
into the classroom addition, expanding 
the school commons into the existing 
library, remodeling science classrooms, 
relocating the bus loop and parking 
areas, and creating an outdoor court-
yard between Emerald Ridge High and 
Glacier View Junior High. The project 
would begin this spring and be complete 
by fall 2015.

Puyallup High: Build a 200-student 
classroom addition, which would add 
two fl oors to the existing career and 
technology education building on the 
southwest corner of campus adjacent 
to Pioneer Avenue. The project also 
proposes constructing an enclosed 
connection from the addition to the 
main school building, remodeling some 
classrooms near that connection, remov-
ing portable classrooms across the street 
from the gym to open up more parking 
in the area, upgrading the softball fi eld 
with fi eld turf, and creating a half-fi eld 
practice space for physical education 
and some athletic teams. The projects 
would begin this spring. The classroom 
additions and parking would be com-
plete by September 2015 with the fi eld 
improvements fi nished a year later.

Rogers High: Build two classroom ad-
ditions to accommodate 400 students. 
The additions would connect the exist-
ing main classroom building with the 
offi ce and the technology building. The 
project also includes building a practice 
gym for P.E. and athletics; constructing 
storage for the Performing Arts Center; 

and upgrading the existing fi eld to a 
synthetic turf fi eld with lights, bleach-
ers, a press box, a sound system, and 
a scoreboard. Work would begin this 
spring and be complete by December 
2016.

Firgrove and Sunrise elementary 
school replacement and expansion

Firgrove Elementary: Replace with 
a two-story 750-student elementary 
school to respond to projected enroll-
ment growth. The new school would be 
located on the existing site, but located 
further west away from Meridian Street 
and adjacent to Ballou Junior High. The 
project also calls for relocating the play-
fi elds, bus loop, and parking areas. The 
project would begin this spring and be 
ready for students in September 2015, 
with fi eld work continuing until later 
that year.

Sunrise Elementary: Replace the exist-
ing 550-student school with a 750-stu-
dent facility to respond to projected 
enrollment growth. The project includes 
relocating the school playfi elds, bus 
loop, and parking areas. The new school 
project would begin in March 2014 and 
fi nish by September 2016, with some 
fi eld work continuing past that date.

Pope Elementary expansion

Build a 200-student classroom addition 
on the north end of the existing building, 
expanding the school to accommodate 

750 students. The project also proposes 
a number of improvements, including 
adding a cafeteria with a lunch service 
area, relocating the offi ce and kindergar-
ten classrooms, and expanding the bus 
loop and parking areas. The project would 
begin in March 2015 and be open for stu-
dents in September 2017, with some fi eld 
work continuing that fall.
 
Northwood, 
Spinning, and
Waller Road 
elementary 
school 
improvements

Northwood 
Elementary: 
Paint the inside 
and outside of 
the building and 
replace carpets, 
ceiling tiles, 
and windows to 
remedy problems 
related to the age 
and design of 
the building. The 
project would 
begin this spring 
and be fi nished by the time school opens 
in September 2014.

Spinning Elementary: Replace roof-
ing, make improvements to the heating 
and cooling system, upgrade the main 
entrance, paint the interior and exterior of 
the school, replace carpeting, and make 
plumbing improvements. Work would 
begin this spring and be complete by 
September 2014.

Waller Road Elementary: Replace roof-
ing, paint the inside and outside of the 
building, replace carpeting, replace some 
unit ventilators, and expand parking. Work 
would begin this spring and be complete 
by September 2014.

Edgemont Junior High
track relocation

Move the track and fi eld from its exist-
ing location across 24th Street East to the 
same side of campus as the school build-
ing adjacent to the locker facilities. The 
project proposes demolishing the former 
Hilltop Elementary gym and parking area on 
the northwest side of the campus, regrading 
the area, and installing a fully drained and 
irrigated natural turf fi eld and cinder track. 
The project would begin this spring and be 
complete by September 2014.

The chart above refl ects a timeline of the proposed bond projects in the February 12, 2013 Special 
Election. The left edge of each yellow bar indicates when the proposed project begins, and the right 
edge of each bar refl ects when the project is estimated to be completed. The timeline for each project 
includes both the design and construction phase. Find more information about the bond projects 
throughout this issue of Connections and on the district website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Bond addresses 
growth, technology
continued from page 1

Rogers High School wrestlers (from left) Evan Sanders and Dakota 
Heimuli practice after school for an upcoming wrestling meet. The 
school bond proposes building a practice gym to ease crowded 
conditions for school sports and activities.

Classroom technology and
computer system upgrades

Upgrade classroom technology through-
out the district to assure that all schools 
are consistent with tools used to support 
student learning. This includes purchas-
ing computer equipment and installing 
sound systems, interactive whiteboards, 

document cameras, and projectors. The 
project also proposes providing students 
remote access to district computers and 
improving the wireless network capac-
ity to support staff and student computer 
equipment.

Special education
classroom renovations

Add showers/bathrooms for self-contained 
special education and preschool class-
rooms as needed to meet students’ needs. 
The project also includes other work as 
necessary to respond to changing fed-
eral and state regulations. New program 
delivery methods require ongoing facility 
modifi cations.

Aging facility repair projects

The bond would fund a variety of small 
projects districtwide to correct age, use, 
and normal wear and tear that will extend 
the life of aging facilities. Work may 
include exterior improvements such as 
roof replacements, painting, or window 
replacements; interior work such as fl oor-
ing and ceiling tile replacement; system 
improvements such as mechanical, 
electrical, seismic, and sewer; and site 
upgrades related to the fi eld, pavement, 
and fencing.

February 12, 2013 proposed bond projects
 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
 Jan Mar Jun Sep Jan Mar Jun Sep Jan Mar Jun Sep Jan Mar Jun Sep Jan Mar Jun Sep

  Edgemont Junior High track relocation

  Northwood Elementary improvements

  Spinning Elementary improvements

  Waller Road Elementary improvements

  Classroom technology and computer system upgrades

  Emerald Ridge High classroom addition

  Firgrove Elementary replacement and expansion

  Puyallup High classroom addition and fi eld upgrade

  Aging facility repair projects

  Special Education classroom renovations

  Rogers High classroom addition, practice gym, fi eld upgrade, and stage storage

    Sunrise Elementary replacement and expansion

    Pope Elementary expansion

    New southwest area elementary school

Puyallup High biology teacher Rocquel Stanley 
explains a class experiment. The proposed bond 
would add more classroom space, including 
updated science facilities.
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When Firgrove Elementary fi rst opened 
in 1930, it fronted a small country road. 
Today, that road — Meridian Avenue East 
— is a busy corridor shuttling thousands 
of travelers north and south each day.

The increased traffi c creates noise, air pol-
lution, and traffi c safety issues that have 
caused Firgrove Elementary educators to 
change the way they do business.

Teachers and other educators have taken 
extra steps to make classrooms closest to 
the street as quiet as possible but say they 
have learned to make do with the noise 
that still exists.

The school has also redirected student 
drop-off and pick-up areas behind the 
school adjacent to Ballou Junior High, 
where there is more room for cars to 
safely enter and exit.

Across town at Sunrise Elementary, the 
line-up of cars in front of the school 
extends nearly out to the street as parents 
drop off their children in the morning and 
pick them up after school.

Classrooms are small, 40-year-old wiring 
isn’t reliable with new technology, and 
lunch is served in the library, which shuts 
down for two hours a day while children 
get their food.

Like Firgrove Elementary, growth in 
the region has put pressure on the aging 
school, which opened in 1973 on the north 
side of 39th Avenue Southeast.

A proposal to replace both schools with 
two-story structures and enlarge them to 
accommodate an additional 200 students 
comes before voters in the February 12, 
2013 Special Election.

Firgrove Elementary

Firgrove Elementary Principal Lisa Rus-
sell-Nolan said moving the school and bus 
loop further back from Meridian Avenue 
East would improve student safety as well 
as the learning environment.

Bond proposes to replace and expand two aging schools

In the eight decades since the original Fir-
grove Elementary opened, the school has 
had four additions and a modernization.
 
The proposed new building would be built 
west of the school’s existing location and 
adjacent to neighboring Ballou Junior 
High School. 

The school was built to serve 550 stu-
dents, and the additional classroom space 
in this year’s proposed school bond would 
help prepare for increased enrollment 
growth projected over the next decade, 
said Chief Operations Offi cer Rudy Fyles.

The project also entails moving the play-
fi elds, bus loop, and parking areas while 
integrating the design with neighboring 
Ballou Junior High.

As traffi c has increased on Meridian 
Avenue East over the years, Firgrove El-
ementary has made provisions to increase 
student safety and mitigate the noise from 
trucks and other large vehicles that pass 
by the school.

First-grade teacher Sherrie Bakke, whose 

classroom is on the east side of the school 
closest to the street, said she routinely 
closes her window blinds to block the im-
ages of cars passing by.

She recognizes it’s diffi cult for students to 
focus when they see an 18-wheeler, a fi re 
truck, or another oversized vehicle mov-
ing by their window.

“There are times when in the middle of 
reading group a fi re truck or an ambulance 
with sirens will go by and students will 
blurt out, ‘There’s a fi re truck,’ or ‘Oh no! 
Something bad happened.’ This distracts 
my students visually and I have to redirect 
their eyes to what we are working on at 
the time,” she said.
 
The school has also changed the way 
parents drop off and pick up their children 
in vehicles.

“Our front parking lot is simply not big 
enough to handle a drop-off system,” 
Russell-Nolan said. “It makes my heart 
sad, because it’s not very welcoming.”

Moving the vehicles to the south side of 

the school also didn’t work, she said, as 
cars backed up onto Meridian Avenue 
East, creating traffi c jams.

The decision was made several years ago 
to redirect parent vehicles behind the 
school adjacent to Ballou Junior High. A 
paved path was also created for students 
to walk to and from that drop-off area and 
the school.

School buses continue to pick up and drop 
off children in front of Firgrove Elemen-
tary — not an ideal location, the principal 
said, but one that the school has learned to 
make work as best as possible.

“Buses pull into the school driveway with 
an extremely close proximity to Meridian,” 
Russell-Nolan said. “They have to park at 
a certain angle to all fi t, and they all need 
to have the utmost awareness of students 
because it’s so close to the street.”

The situation doesn’t get much better at 
the end of the school day, she said. “I just 
stand in awe as I watch the buses leave 
each day,” Russell-Nolan said. “It’s a high 
traffi c time on Meridian with no traffi c 
light. It’s a busy, busy road, and it’s not 
adequate.”

The new school would also have the 
electrical capability to support the latest 
technology. Technology such as interac-
tive white boards, document cameras, and 
projectors is included in the work pro-
posed in the bond.

“In some ways we are old-school here,” 
Russell-Nolan said. “But you can feel the 
pride of being a Firgrove Hawk. If we had 
a new facility, it would be magical.”

Sunrise Elementary

“Sunrise Elementary is a tired old building 
that needs replacement rather than repair,” 
Fyles said.

The school opened in 1973, had a separate 

U.S. Navy Band to 
perform February 12
The U.S. Navy Concert Band from 
Washington D.C. will present a free 
two-hour concert on Tuesday, February 
12 at Rogers High School.

The concert begins at 7 p.m. in the Rog-
ers High School gym, 12801 86th Ave. 
E., Puyallup.

While the concert is free, a ticket is 
required to enter. Tickets are available 
while supplies last at each of the junior 
high and high school offi ces, as well 

as at the school district’s Education 
Service Center, 302 Second St. S.E. in 
downtown Puyallup. 

The Concert Band is the U.S. Navy’s 
premier wind ensemble. The band 
performs frequently at the White House 
and the U.S. Capitol. Its repertoire in-
cludes marches, symphonic selections, 
patriotic works, and popular favorites.

The second half of the performance will 
feature the band playing John Philip 
Sousa’s “Washington Post” march. Join-
ing them will be 10 Emerald Ridge, Puy-
allup, and Rogers high school students 
selected from the schools’ top bands.

well-earned recognition for outstanding 
stewards.”

The award recognizes the work of 
school board directors Pat Donovan, 
Greg Heath, Chris Ihrig, Pat Jenkins, 
and Dane Looker.

The Board of Distinction program 
honors school boards that demonstrate 
effective use of the Washington School 
Board Standards. The standards, devel-
oped and adopted by WSSDA in 2009, 
promote research-based governance 
practices that lead to high levels of stu-
dent and district performance.

Board of Distinction
continued from page 2

In an attempt to help students in need, 
the school district welcomes commu-
nity donations of used band or orchestra 
instruments.

The district accepts any band or orches-
tra instrument, even if it requires some 
repair, said Rogers High School Band 
Director Bruce Leonardy. “We want to 
equip more students with instruments 
who otherwise can’t afford them,” 
Leonardy said.

Instruments can be donated at any of 
the school district’s 32 school offi ces.

Used instrument 
donations welcome

Firgrove Elementary fi rst-grade teacher Sherrie Bakke leads a small 
reading group while trucks pass by the window behind them.

continued on page 8

District website features student, 
staff, and community awards
News about student, staff, and communi-
ty award recognitions and similar honors 
are featured on the district website.

Sunrise Elementary School, for example, 
recently dedicated a new “Moon Dance” 
star pole sculpture (right) in memory 
of artist and former school district art 
teacher Debbie Munson.

Rogers High School Architecture, 
Construction, and Engineering (ACE) 
students (from left) Ricardo Zacapu, 
Kelton Spagnoli, and Alex Svensson won 
fi rst place for a dog house they designed 
for Pierce County Career Day.
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Public forums set on 
2013-14 draft budget
The community is invited to hear a 
presentation and comment on the school 
district’s 2013-14 draft budget at public 
forums scheduled on March 13 and 19.

Chief Financial Offi cer Corine Pen-
nington will present the district’s draft 
spending plan and invite feedback at 
two community meetings:
• Wednesday, March 13: 11 a.m. to 1 

p.m.; Education Service Center, 302 
Second St. S.E., Puyallup.

• Tuesday, March 19: 5 to 7 p.m.; 
Ballou Junior High, 9916 136th St. 
E., Puyallup.

Comments made during the meetings 
will be considered as Superintendent 
Tim Yeomans prepares his recommend-
ed budget. The fi rst public hearing on 
the recommended budget is scheduled 
for August 12. A second public hear-
ing and fi nal adoption is scheduled for 
August 26.

Both public hearings will be held in 
conjunction with the regularly sched-
uled Puyallup School Board meetings 
at Ballou Junior High School. Public 
hearing times will be announced on the 
district website this summer.

Nonprofi t organizations interested in 
sending information about programs or 
activities home with elementary students 
are invited to submit fl iers or other infor-
mation for consideration and distribution 
in new “partnership packets.”

The district changed a school board 
regulation in October to allow nonprofi t 
organizations to send information, such as 
fl iers, home with students up to four times 
a year. Activities or programs must have 
educational, social, or recreational value 
to students.

If approved by the school district, the 
information may be sent home with el-
ementary students at each of the district’s 
21 schools in partnership packets. The 
fi rst partnership packets were sent home 
in December and will be repeated again in 
February, May, and September.

Fliers to be included in the February pack-
ets must be submitted to the school district 
for approval by 4 p.m. on January 28.

The packets are managed by school 
parent-teacher associations or parent-
teacher organizations in coordination with 
elementary school principals.

 
Organizations may also request that the 
information be posted on the district 
website and/or on the school community 
bulletin board.

If interested in submitting a fl ier or 
other information for approval, non-
profi t organizations are invited to fi ll out 

a Request for Posting form available on 
the Puyallup School District website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Submission requirements are also listed 
on the website, as well as deadlines for 
submitting information for the May and 
September partnership packets.

Nonprofi t organizations invited to submit fl iers

Puyallup PTA Council offi cers (from left) Shelley Walker, Cheryl 
Child, Dori Tate, and Donna Drumm sort activity and program fl iers 
sent home in December with elementary students. 

building and a covered play shed added 
four years later, but has never been 
remodeled. 

The school design is outdated, Fyles said, 
and isn’t conducive for best educational 
practices. Classrooms are small, there are 
single building pods separated by a library 
in the center of the school, and the only 
location available to serve breakfast and 
lunch is the library.

Principal Terrie Garrison said the library 
shuts down for two hours a day during 
lunch as students maneuver past the 
milk and salad carts and carry their trays 
past shelves of books on their way back 
to class.

“We get a spill at least once a day,” Gar-
rison said. “Closing the library for two 
hours directly impacts instruction.”

Signs of aging are everywhere, including 
worn carpets, outdated technology, and re-
placement wall clocks that aren’t wired on 
one schoolwide system and “are impos-
sible to synchronize,” she said.

The school intercom also isn’t reliable, Gar-
rison said, and classroom walls are so thin 
that noise can easily be heard on both sides.

Because of its design and age, there also 
isn’t room for some school specialists to 
have their own work spaces, even with 
three portable classrooms on site. The 
school psychologist, for example, shares 

an offi ce also shared by the principal and 
assistant principal.

“We are exceeding our capacity here,” 
Garrison said. “There is simply not 
enough room to meet the needs of the 
growing student population.”

The wiring is also so old, she said, that it 
isn’t reliable in supporting the latest tech-
nology, such as interactive white boards.

The bond proposes improvements to 
the bus and parent drop-off and pick-up 
areas, as well as a sidewalk for visitors 
who enter from 39th Avenue Southeast 

Firgrove and Sunrise 
replacement proposed
continued from page 7

and cross through the parking lot to the 
front entrance.

Students who walk to school are required to 
enter from an access point behind the school 
to avoid the busy street, Garrison said.

The buses currently pull into the same 
area in front of school as the staff, parent, 
and visitor cars.

“It’s a huge safety issue to have our buses 
with our cars and our pedestrians,” Gar-
rison said.

She identifi ed a section of the parking lot as 
the designated parent drop-off and pick-up 
zone, and staff is assigned to meet the stu-
dents at their cars and oversee the crosswalk.

“I tell my parents in newsletters to make 
sure they get their hugs and kisses done 
prior to getting out of the car because we 
need to keep the line moving.”

Parking for staff and parents also would 
be increased in the proposed plan, which 
Garrison said would be a welcome 
change. It’s diffi cult, she said, for guests 
to fi nd a place to park for large school 
events such as concerts and assemblies.

“We have people out directing the over-
fl ow onto our fi eld,” Garrison said. “It 
gets interesting when it rains. We just 
make it work and park them in every crev-
ice we can fi nd.”

Glacier View and Kalles junior high 
schools have each been named a “School 
of Distinction” for being among the top 5 
percent of schools statewide that demon-
strated improvement the past fi ve years 
in reading and math.

This is the fourth consecutive year that 
Kalles Junior High has received the 
statewide recognition and the second 
year in a row that Glacier View Junior 
High earned the honor.

Of the 97 elementary, junior high, and 
high schools recognized statewide this 
year, Kalles Junior High is one of only 
three junior high or middle schools 
that has received the award at least 
four times. The school is also among 
an elite group of just six K-12 schools 
this year that earned the honor four or 
more years.

The award is based on students scoring 
at or above the state average in reading 
and math in grades three through eight 
on the 2012 Measurement of Student 
Progress, in reading in grade 10 on the 
High School Profi ciency Exam, and in 
math end-of-course exams in grades 
nine and 10.

Schools meeting that requirement were 
then evaluated for academic gains in 
both subjects over the past fi ve years 
(2007-2012) or, in the case of Glacier 
View Junior High, student achievement 
since it opened in 2008.

Junior highs named 
Schools of Distinction

Eight Puyallup educators have earned 
National Board Certifi cation — one of 
the highest recognitions in the educa-
tion profession — this past year.

The school board will recognize the 
educators on February 25 at 6 p.m. at 
Ballou Junior High School, 9916 136th 
St. E., Puyallup. Their names are listed 
on the district website. 

Educators earn 
National Board 
Certifi cation

More school bond articles and 
photos posted on district website
More news articles, photos, and a slideshow about the proposed school bond in the 
February 12, 2013 Special Election are on the Puyallup School  District website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Articles address topics and questions such as:
• What is the difference between a school bond and a levy?
• Why replace versus remodel a school?
• What improvements are proposed for Northwood, Spinning, and Waller Road 

elementary schools?
• How would this year’s proposed school bond affect property taxes? An 

interactive calculator is available online to help homeowners see an estimate of 
how property taxes would change based on their own fi nancial information.

Sunrise Elementary students carry their lunch past shelves of 
books in the school library, where lunch is served. The aging 
school is proposed to be replaced and expanded in the February 
12, 2013 school bond election.
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Student athletes dominated the fall athletic 
season by clinching eight South Puget 
Sound League (SPSL) South Division 
championships and winning more than a 
dozen state academic team awards.

“I congratulate all of the teams and their 
coaches who excelled not only in athlet-
ics but also in the classroom,” said Rick 
Wells, director of athletics, health, and 
fi tness.

Wells provided an overview of the fall 
sports season and introduced fi ve coaches 
who won SPSL Coach of the Year honors 
during last month’s Puyallup School 
Board meeting.

Fall athletic season SPSL South Division 
champions include Emerald Ridge High 
girls golf and volleyball, as well as Puyal-
lup High boys golf, girls swim and dive, 
boys tennis, girls soccer, and boys and 
girls cross country.

Several Rogers High School teams also 
advanced to district and state tournaments 
where they fi nished high in team or indi-
vidual event standings. 

One of the success stories this fall sur-
rounds cross country runners at all three 

received an Outstanding Team Award 
with a combined 3.91 GPA, Rogers High 
girls cross country earned an Outstand-
ing Team Award with a 3.84 GPA, and 
Rogers High boys cross country received 
a Distinguished Team Award with a com-
bined 3.43 GPA.

SPSL South Division Coach of the Year 
honors this fall went to the following fi ve 
team coaches:
• Emerald Ridge High volleyball Co-

Coaches of the Year Jill Fox-Mullen 
and Bobby McGivern.

• Puyallup High boys tennis Coach of 
the Year Brooks Hazen, boys and girls 
cross country Coach of the Year Sandy 
Monaghan, and girls soccer Coach of 
the Year Matt White.

A complete fall sports season wrap-up, 
including team and individual accom-
plishments at the local, regional, and state 
levels, is on the district website.

A wrap-up of the winter sports season will 
be featured in the April issue of Connec-
tions and on the Puyallup School District 
website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Both the Puyallup High School boys and 
girls cross country teams claimed victory 
as SPSL South Division champions.

The boys team also placed eleventh at 
state and earned the Washington Inter-
scholastic Activities Association (WIAA) 
Outstanding Academic Team award for 
maintaining a combined 3.87 team grade 
point average (GPA).

WIAA presents a Distinguished Team 
Award to teams that have combined GPAs 
of 3.0 or higher. An Outstanding Team 
Award is presented to teams with com-
bined GPAs of 3.5 or higher.

Cross country coach Sandra Monaghan 
congratulated her team and described the 
demands of the sport.

“Cross country takes both mental and 
physical strength to race over three miles 
at a fast pace,” she said. “Your body 
wants to quit because it hurts, but your 
brain tells your body to ‘hold on, it will 
be over soon.’”

Other high school cross country teams 
also earned state academic honors. 

Emerald Ridge High girls cross country 

Puyallup High cross country 
runners (from left) Caleb 
Hatcher, Elliott Turner, and 
Dylan McConnell compete at the 
West Central District meet.

photo courtesy of Todd Fletcher

To say that Tony Batinovich gets excited 
about coaching volleyball is, according 
to his students and colleagues, an under-
statement.

Even Batinovich himself admits he can 
get “a little bit intense,” especially during 
a close match.

In those moments, Batinovich isn’t shy 
about yelling down court to his players or 
jumping up and down on the sidelines.

“This year, I’m sure I jumped as high as 
any kid on the court when we beat Emer-
ald Ridge at the state tournament,” he said 
with a smile.

It is only fi tting, his colleagues say, that 
a coach with so much passion and love 
for the sport is one of the newest induct-
ees into the Washington State Volleyball 
Coaches Association Hall of Fame.

Batinovich was rec-
ognized for the honor 
twice — fi rst at the 
state induction cer-
emony in November, 
and again last month 
at the Puyallup School 
Board meeting.

Rick Wells, director 
of athletics, health, 
and fi tness, shared 
with the school board 
a long list of Bati-
novich’s accomplish-
ments since he began 
coaching volleyball 
26 years ago in 
Tacoma.

Batinovich spent fi ve 
years as Foss High 
School’s varsity vol-
leyball coach before 
coming to Puyallup 
in 1992 to lead the 
volleyball team.

During his coaching 
career, Batinovich 
has been selected Coach of the Year nine 
times by the Narrows League and South 
Puget Sound League (SPSL).

He has watched the Puyallup High vol-

leyball team advance 14 times to state 
tournaments. The girls placed in the top 
eight medal positions during nine of those 
tournaments. Twice, they fi nished second 
best among all Washington high school 
Class 4A teams.

During his coaching tenure, the Vikings 
have also claimed seven league titles and 
had a combined record of 563 wins and 
213 losses.

Puyallup High School surprised Batinov-
ich two years ago after the team’s 500th 
win. The school presented him with a 
purple and gold jersey with his name and 
“500” on the back. The jersey is framed in 
a glass case and displayed on the wall in 
the foyer next to the gym doors.

In addition to coaching the school volley-
ball team, Batinovich teaches senior social 
studies this year and coaches the high 
school’s softball team. 

Having competed in 
high school sports 
himself, including 
wrestling and base-
ball, Batinovich said 
he is sensitive to cut-
ting players and does 
so in person rather 
than in writing.

“Because of sheer 
numbers, some have 
to be cut,” he said. 
“I was cut in high 
school sports, so I 
know how it feels. 
That’s why I feel it’s 
important to tell them 
face to face so they 
know how hard they 
worked.”

Puyallup High senior 
Maddie Davis, who 
was named Co-Most 
Valuable Player this 
year among SPSL 
South Division 
volleyball players, 

described Batinovich’s personality on the 
court.

“He’s just really enthusiastic,” Davis said. 
“He’ll yell at us, but it’s a good thing. He 

really understands the game and commu-
nicates well with everyone. He deserves to 
be in the Hall of Fame.”

That sentiment is shared by his former 
coaches, some of whom are now coaching 
volleyball and teaching at other Puyallup 
schools.

Linda Heagle, a world studies teacher and 
varsity volleyball coach at Kalles Junior 
High, coached the Puyallup High junior 
varsity team when Batinovich arrived in 
1992.

“Puyallup High School was so excited to 
be getting a top-level coach who had led 
his Foss (High) teams to district and state 
play,” Heagle said. “His induction into the 
Washington State Volleyball Coaches As-
sociation Hall of Fame is a well-deserved 
honor for such a phenomenal coach!”

Another former Puyallup High volleyball 
coach, Lynn Wardle, shared about Batinov-

Puyallup High volleyball coach joins state Hall of Fame
ich’s qualities on and off the court.

Wardle teaches health and P.E. 
classes this year at Emerald Ridge 
High and also coached the Jaguars 
varsity volleyball and softball teams 
for many years.

He started at Puyallup High as 
a volunteer junior varsity coach 
and was hired in the 1990s as the 
Puyallup High junior varsity coach. 
Wardle worked side by side with 
Batinovich for nearly fi ve years 
before moving to Emerald Ridge 
High when it opened in 2000.

“I was privileged to go to state 
with the volleyball team four or 
fi ve times with Tony as coach,” he 
said.
  
Wardle continued, “It’s been fun 
coaching against Tony. Tony does 
have a passion for coaching and 
is very intense. He doesn’t like to 
lose, and his teams build in that 
intensity. I know he has come out 
on the upper hand in volleyball, 
but I did have one of my most 
memorable coaching experiences 
as my Jaguars beat the Vikings at 
state one time.”

Wardle’s daughter played volleyball for 
Puyallup High in the early 1990s and 
started a team tradition that continues 
today under Batinovich’s leadership.

At the start of every fall volleyball sea-
son, the players, coaches, and parent vol-
unteers take a hike in nearby mountains 
as a team-building exercise. Batinovich 
proudly displays photos of those hikes, 
including some with Wardle, on his class-
room wall.

Several former players have kept in con-
tact with Batinovich since they graduated, 
including one who asked him to walk her 
down the wedding aisle in her father’s 
absence.

“The winning and losing is important, 
but it’s the experience that matters most,” 
Batinovich said. “I just hope that when I run 
into my players 10 years after they have left 
high school, they remember all of the good 
memories and the things they learned.”

Athletes claim eight league titles and academic awards

This jersey honoring Tony 
Batinovich’s 500th win as a 
volleyball coach hangs in the 
gym foyer.

Puyallup High girls volleyball coach 
and Hall of Fame inductee Tony 
Batinovich, coaches senior Maddie 
Davis in a game this past fall.

photo courtesy of Kent Newman 

of the district’s comprehensive high 
schools.
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Where are they now?
This is the next article in a series featuring the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each issue of Connections fea-
tures one or more gradutes from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, or Walker high schools. Stories and photos chronicle students’ travels and successes 
since they walked across the graduation stage.

Puyallup High and Advance graduate excels in workplace 

In a continuing effort to have drug-free 
schools, the district plans to expand K9 
drug searches this year to all junior high 
and high schools.

The drug detection searches, which began 
several years ago in partnership with the 
Pierce County Sheriff’s Department, have 
focused mostly on junior high and high 
schools on South Hill.

“It’s time we provide the same level of 
service to all of our secondary schools,” 
said Director of Student Services Barb 
Pope. “The searches are highly effective 
in educating our students and community 
that we take the issue of drugs in our 
schools seriously.”

Classrooms are selected at random for the 
searches; therefore, specifi c students are 
not targeted. Similarly, students are not 
sniffed as part of the process.

On a recent search at Emerald Ridge High 
School, a drug de-
tection dog and his 
handler visited three 
classrooms.

“This is not about 
trying to catch our 
students with drugs, 
but rather to prevent 
drugs from being 
on our campus,” 
said Principal Brian 
Lowney. “We take 
our students’ safety 
seriously.”

While Lowney and a handful of the school 
administrators are aware that the K9 
search will take place, the dog’s arrival 
at the classroom door is a surprise to stu-
dents and the rest of the high school staff.

The search begins with the teacher and 
students being asked to exit the classroom 
and leave their personal belongings be-
hind. Students are asked to wait down the 

hall while the search is conducted.

Generally, Charlie’s handler and one 
school administrator are inside the room 
during the search.

Once the classroom is cleared, the dog 
and his handler, a Pierce County Sher-
iff’s Department deputy from the special 
investigations unit, enter and immediately 
get to work.

Charlie, a 10-year-old golden retriever who 
is well-recognized in the region for his drug 
detection skills, has been at Emerald Ridge 
High School on several recent searches and 
returned again on November 26.

The dog completed more than 240 hours 
of training and is skilled in fi nding drugs 
such as marijuana, heroin, methamphet-
amines, and crack cocaine.

“His nose is 100 times stronger than a hu-
man’s,” the handler said. “When a dog hits 

on something, we are 
extremely confi dent 
he has found what 
he’s looking for.”

The golden retriever 
wagged his tail as 
he moved about the 
room sniffi ng under 
and over desks and 
countertops and 
nudged students’ 
backpacks and 
purses. He continued 

on a path around the room until every item 
had been thoroughly sniffed.

In general, Charlie takes less than fi ve 
minutes to search each classroom. On this 
day, no drugs were detected.

At the end of each search students are 
invited to return to class. School Resource 
Offi cer Jeff Papen, who is a Pierce County 
Sheriff’s Department deputy, then de-
scribes what occurred and thanks students 

for their cooperation.

“It’s not that we think Puyallup schools 
have a greater drug problem than any-
where else,” Papen told students. “But we 
also don’t have our heads in the sand. We 
know drugs exist among teens, and we 
care about you and your safety.”

If the dog detects drugs, students in ques-
tion are called to the school offi ce for 
follow-up.

In situations like the recent Emerald Ridge 
High search when the dog does not fi nd 
drugs, Papen will hide a small amount of 
marijuana heavily wrapped in foil inside 
an empty classroom. The location will be 
kept secret from Charlie and the handler 
so they treat it as an actual search.

“It’s important the dog stays interested in 
the searches, so sometimes we will plant 
marijuana in an empty room so he can feel 
successful and be rewarded,” Papen said.

Charlie found the package, which was 

K9 searches expand in efforts to promote drug-free schools

hidden inside a plastic tub on the far side 
of the room, in less than two minutes from 
the time he entered the room. When the 
dog fi nds drugs, he stops, sits at attention, 
and looks up at his handler.

The handler responds with verbal praise 
and a game of tug-of-war with Charlie’s 
favorite toy — a tennis ball on a rope.

Senior Madisen Hansen, whose class was 
among those searched in November, is 
among many students who said they ap-
prove of the K9 drug searches. 

“It makes me feel safe,” she said. “Em-
erald Ridge is a good school, and the 
searches are just now part of the culture.”

That is exactly the goal, Papen said. “This 
is another opportunity for the Sheriff’s 
Department to develop positive relations 
with students, the schools, and the com-
munity,” he said. “Students have the right 
to attend and learn in a safe, drug-free 
school. This lets them and our citizens 
know we are here for you.”

Charlie, a golden retriever trained to detect drugs, sniffs students’ 
backpacks during a search at Emerald Ridge High. Photo left: 
Emerald Ridge High Principal Brian Lowney pets Charlie after the 
search. No drugs were found.

Logan Schrader believes he has the best 
job around because his work brings a 
smile to most everyone he meets.

As hungry shoppers enter the South Hill 
Mall food court, Schrader is there to greet 
them with a tray of warm pretzels or 
drink samples from Auntie Anne’s pretzel 
company.

Schrader, who graduated from Puyallup 
High in 2009, landed the mall job just be-
fore his graduation in June 2011 from the 
school district’s Advance program.

Advance enrolls 19- to 21-year-old 
students with special needs and provides 
post-high school instruction geared toward 
job training and employment. Students 
learn to create resumes and portfolios, do 
mock job interviews, and zero in on career 
interests.

Schrader tried several jobs in the Advance 
program, including folding laundry at a 
retirement home, helping a woman walk 
her dog, setting up restaurant tables, and 
doing landscaping on a work crew.

During his last year in the program, he 
found his niche at the pretzel shop.

Schrader generally works one four-hour 

shift each weekend, handing out samples 
of pretzels or the company’s signature 
drinks.

He rides to and from work on a shuttle, 
which picks him up in front of his house 
and drops him off at the mall.

The 23-year-old also works a two-hour 
shift twice a week at Tacoma Soccer 

Center. With the aid and direction of his 
job coach, he sweeps, vacuums, empties 
garbage, and cleans bathrooms.

Schrader’s job coach, Rick Aasen, is 
a consultant with Trillium, a nonprofi t 
employment service based in Auburn that 
helps businesses recruit, train, and retain 
employees with disabilities. Trillium serves 
Pierce, King, Kitsap, and Clark counties.

“Logan is very smart,” Aasen said. “I will 
let him know what we need to do, and he 
will get cracking. He is very dedicated, 
has a great sense of humor, and is a plea-
sure to be around.”

As someone who loves sports, Schrader 
said the Tacoma job was also a good fi t 
because it gives him a chance to “hang 
out and watch soccer” when he is not 
working.

Schrader played basketball throughout 
high school. He was voted the school’s 
Athlete of the Year for Special Olympics 
and continues to shoot hoops with the 
Special Olympics alumni team.

Schrader’s mother Brenda, who works in 
the Emerald Ridge High special education 
program, said her son has a rare condi-
tion known as Chromosome Ring 18 
P-negative.

Only 132 people in the world are known 
to have the specifi c condition, which can 
cause autistic tendencies and, in Schrad-
er’s case, a seizure disorder. The cause is 
unknown, she said.

Schrader spoke a few words until he 
turned two years old, she said, and then he 

Puyallup High and Advance program graduate Logan Schrader 
offers Auntie Anne’s samples to South Hill Mall shoppers. 

continued on page 11
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Former Kalles Junior High teacher Kris 
Diamond, who teaches this year at Pope 
Elementary, describes Schrader as “a 
quiet young man with a big smile … I 
remember cracking jokes to invite hu-
mor into our program and Logan being 
the only one laughing.”

She continued, “I have tracked his 
progress over the years with Special 
Olympics, Advance, and his employ-
ment. I am so proud of him not letting 
his disabilities stand in his way but 
letting his abilities radiate for all to see. 
I hope that other students in our self-
contained program strive to live a full 
life like Logan.”

Former high school teacher Peggy Has-
key describes Schrader “as a true Puyal-
lup Viking! He loved the high school, 
and he had friends everywhere from the 
security guard to all of his classmates.” 

dates, scholarship information, and other 
announcements that she e-mailed to staff 
to share with students.
 
“She has done an amazing job in trans-
forming our library into a media center,” 
Principal Jason Smith told the school 
board last month.

In her new role as bookkeeper, Fraser 
handles all money related to school athlet-
ics and activities. This includes purchase 
orders for team uniforms and fi eld rentals, 
club dues and travel expenses, fundraisers, 
tickets sales, and yearbook and Associated 
Student Body card purchases.

As one of the fi rst people visitors see 
when they enter the school, Fraser is the 
one many approach to ask for directions 
or other school information.

One of the best parts about her new job 
as a bookkeeper, she said, is being able to 
see the same students pass by her offi ce 
that she worked with in the library. Know-
ing that she is an avid reader and someone 
who stays current on books popular with 
teenagers, several of them will stop at her 
window to discuss books they are reading.

“I really enjoy the high school students,” 
said Fraser, who graduated from Rogers 
High School in 1989 and whose daughter 
is a junior there this year. “It’s nice to 
have that connection with them before 
they leave and go off to college or work.”

Fraser’s colleagues describe her as someone 
who is perfect for the job because she has a 
smile for all who enter the building and is 
someone who relates well with teenagers.

This year, Fraser accepted an invitation to 
help as the school liaison with a commit-
tee that coordinates the Puyallup High 
School Daffodil Princess selection. She 
has also helped in recent years as a judge 
for DECA business and marketing student 
projects and served on a senior board 
panel that observes and evaluates twelfth-
grade culminating project presentations.

Fraser is also a guest speaker each year in 
Pam Reichel’s anatomy and physiology 
classes. When students study the central ner-
vous system, Fraser talks about her multiple 
sclerosis, which she was diagnosed with 
prior to coming to Puyallup High School.

She shares about her diagnosis, symp-
toms, and the strides she has made in 
recent years in getting the disease under 
control. Her talks have inspired some stu-
dents and colleagues to participate in the 
annual multiple sclerosis fundraiser walk 
in Washington state.

“Heidi is wonderful to work with,” 
Reichel said. “She always has a smile on 
her face and something positive to say.”

Laura Johnston

Whether she is helping students learn 
to read or assisting teachers by grading 
papers, there is not a classroom that is not 
touched by Laura Johnston’s “positive, 
gentle, and loving attitude,” said Sunrise 
Elementary Principal Terrie Garrison.

Johnston has been a 
paraeducator (teaching 
assistant) for the past 
12 years at Sunrise 
Elementary. She was 
hired after serving 
many years as a parent 
volunteer when her 
two children, now ages 
21 and 28, attended 
school there.

When her children 
were students, Johnston received the 
Golden Acorn — an annual award that 
recognizes volunteers for their work in the 
schools.

During her early years as a paraeduca-
tor, Johnston worked one-on-one with 
a student with special needs. In the past 
several years, Johnston has worked with 
students in all grade levels, moving from 
one classroom to the next to help kin-
dergartners through sixth graders learn 
reading and math.

She begins each morning monitoring 
the school’s breakfast program for low-
income students. Students who qualify 
based on fi nancial need receive a carton 
of milk and a bag of breakfast food items.

After guiding them through the food line 
and helping to clean up the eating area, 
Johnston starts a busy day of helping 
students throughout the school.

Teacher Karin McNett, one of the many 
educators who has worked with Johnston 
over the years, wrote on her Classifi ed 
Employee of the Year nomination form 
that her colleague is “nurturing to all 
students, always using gentle encourage-
ment but setting her parameters in a clear, 
concise manner.”

Teacher Mike Holten also nominated 
Johnston and wrote in part, “Laura is a 
highly skilled educator who demonstrates 
a passion for helping children succeed. She 
works with students of all ability levels and 
recognizes each child’s individual needs as 
well as celebrating each child’s gifts.”

One recent morning, Johnston met with 
four kindergartners and played a reading 
game she created especially for their skill 
level. Each student rolled dice, moved a 
plastic dalmatian dog around a laminated 
game board, and sounded out words 
printed on the spaces where they landed.

As each student moved their puppy to the 
last square on the game board, they excit-
edly moved the dalmatian onto a doghouse 
picture, signaling the end of the game. 
After all of the dogs reached the doghouse, 
Johnston gave each student a sticker.

At the end of the day, Johnston stands by 
the fl ag pole at the school entry to help 
children who are picked up by their par-
ents get to the cars safely.
 
“I love as a paraeducator that I get to work 
directly with the kids,” Johnston said. “I 
like to see their joy and excitement when 
they have succeeded at something.”

Johnston comes from a family of Puyallup 
educators. Her father, Harold Esterbrook, 
is a retired Puyallup School District prin-
cipal who worked at Ballou Junior High 
and Maplewood and Firgrove elementary 
schools.

Her mother, Shirley Esterbrook, was a sec-
retary at Firgrove Elementary and Sparks 
Stadium, and her sister, Kathi Olson, taught 
second grade for many years at Sunrise 
Elementary.

“The teachers here work very hard, and I 
enjoy that I am able to help them,” she said.

Garrison praised Johnston at last month’s 
school board meeting recognizing this 
year’s Classifi ed Employees of the Year.

“Her work ethic and commitment to 
students make all of us at Sunrise better 
educators,” Garrison said. 

Classifi ed Employees 
of the Year honored
continued from page 3

Puyallup High School senior Sarah Clements (right), a member of 
the school’s business and marketing program, hands bookkeeper 
and Classifi ed School Employee of the Year Heidi Fraser money 
collected in the school’s espresso bar. 

Classifi ed School Employee of the Year Laura Johnston, a 
paraeducator at Sunrise Elementary School, plays a reading 
game with kindergartners (from left) Nevaeh Little-Lopez, Corvin 
Vaughan, and Jakub Dienstman.  

stopped speaking altogether.

At home, Schrader communicates by us-
ing American Sign Language and convert-
ing typed text to speech on an iPad ap-
plication. At work, he uses an augmented 
speaking device in which he presses a 
button to have a phrase read aloud.

When he is passing out samples at the 
mall, for example, Schrader pushes a but-
ton to say “hello,” “would you like to try a 
sample?” and “thank you.”

Stacie Camberdella, general manager 
of the South Hill Auntie Anne’s, said 
Schrader is “always in a good mood and 
always on time. He’s great.”

She added his confi dence has grown 

Graduate profi le
continued from page 10

Logan Schrader runs down 
court during a Special 
Olympics basketball game.

signifi cantly since he was hired two 
years ago.

Advance program teacher Lanny 
Gleason accompanied Schrader to his 
interview at the pretzel company. “I 
really don’t know if he was nervous or 
not, but he pulled it off,” Gleason said. 
“I’m very proud of him.”

Other former teachers describe Schrader 
as having determination and a sense of 
humor.

“Logan was a hard-working and dedicated 
student,” said Anne Lightfoot-Bagniews-
ki, who worked with Schrader at Kalles 
Junior High and now teaches medically 
fragile and homebound students. “He put 
every ounce of determination in anything 
that he was presented with. Logan always 
had a smile on his face and it made every-
one around him smile too.”

photo courtesy of Kent Newman

Laura 
Johnston
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Nearly 1,000 elementary school students 
received new winter coats from local 
fi refi ghters over the past two months as 
part of the fi rst coat giveaway program of 
its kind on the West Coast.

Central Pierce Fire and Rescue personnel 
delivered and helped students try on their 
colorful new coats last month at Wood-
land and Waller Road elementary schools. 
More coats were expected to be handed 
out this month to Spinning Elementary 
students. 

The coat giveaway is part of “Firefi ght-
ers Coats for Kids,” a new community 
outreach program designed especially for 
fi refi ghters across North America.

The Washington State Council of Fire-
fi ghters adopted the outreach program 
and launched the coat giveaway this year 
in Seattle, Spokane, and Puyallup. The 
council partnered with the International 

New winter coats given to nearly 1,000 Puyallup students

of income. Some families whose children 
did not need new coats offered to have 
them given to children in need at other 
local schools.

At Woodland Elementary, students lined 
up in the school gym to receive the coats 
that they had been measured for a week 
earlier.
 
Coats of all sizes and in a mixture of 
bright colors lined tables, and more than 
a dozen local fi refi ghters helped students 
pick out and try on their favorites. 

The coats were delivered last month on 
the same day that Puyallup schools started 
two hours late because of icy roads after 
the season’s fi rst snowfall. 

“The timing couldn’t be more perfect,” 
said Pat Donovan, a Puyallup School 
Board director and Central Pierce Fire 
and Rescue assistant chief in charge of 
fi eld operations. Donovan helped several 
students select their favorite color coat.

It’s not unusual, said Woodland Elemen-
tary Principal Eric Molver, to see one or 
more students out at recess on a rainy day 
without a coat. “I’ll ask them where their 
coats are, and they will tell me they don’t 
have one.”

For a family in need, Molver said a new 
coat “relieves one little bit of worry they 
have at that moment in providing for their 
child. It takes some pressure off, which is 
fantastic.”

Dennis Lawson, a Central Pierce Fire and 
Rescue battalion chief, headed up the coat 
giveaway this year and worked closely 
with school counselors to make sure 
children were sized before the coats were 
delivered.

Lawson is vice president of the Washing-
ton State Council of Firefi ghters and an 
instructor with the International Associa-
tion of Firefi ghters. 

“Our vision is that every child wearing a 

new winter coat is healthy, able to attend 
school regularly, and develop a strong 
self-esteem,” Lawson said.

The coats have a retail value of $50 each 
and were paid for through donations from 
the Washington State Council of Fire-
fi ghters, Operation Warm, and the Gary E. 
Milgard Foundation. 

Kayden Tran, a second grader at Wood-
land Elementary, is one of 327 Woodland 
Elementary students who beamed with 
pride as they left the gym wearing their 
new coat.

As he hugged the coat close to his body, 
Tran smiled and said, “It’s so fl uffy!” 

Lawson summarized the fi rst year of the 
program by describing the benefi ts to 
children like Tran.

“I really like to see the kids smile,” he 
said. “When they light up with a big grin, 
my heart feels good.”

Woodland Elementary students show off their new winter coats from the “Firefi ghters Coats for Kids” 
project. From left: Second grader Elijah Donaldson is all smiles as Central Pierce Fire and Rescue 
Battalion Chief Dennis Lawson bundles him up in his new coat and hood. Second graders (from left) 
Naomi Sapienza, Pyper Dodge, and Emily Smith show off their matching new orange coats.

For children who have lived through a 
devastating hurricane and spent weeks af-
ter the storm with limited or no electricity, 
receiving hand-drawn cards of well wishes 
at their school from students thousands 
of miles away “means more than you will 
ever know,” says their school principal.

In fact, PS (Public School) 195 Manhattan 
Beach Elementary Principal Bernadette 
Toomey said she was so touched by hun-
dreds of messages of hope sent this fall 
by Wildwood Elementary students that 
she displayed all 500 
of them on a bulletin 
board in the school’s 
main entry.

“Each and every one 
of them will touch our 
children in a positive 
way,” she said.

The school is located 
in Brooklyn, New York in an area hit 
hard by Superstorm Sandy, which plowed 
through the East Coast in November and 
landed a direct blow on New York City 
and parts of neighboring New Jersey.

Manhattan Beach Elementary closed for 
a week after the hurricane, Toomey said. 
While there was no damage to classrooms, 
half of the school auditorium that faces 
the bay was submerged in water, and a 
boiler shut down.

When the school reopened, Toomey said, 
some students from other harder-hit areas 
showed up to learn and planned to remain 
enrolled until their neighborhood schools 
reopened. The clean-up process could take 

Students send messages of hope to hurricane victims
months, she said.

Days after Manhattan Beach reopened, 
Wildwood Elementary School’s package 
of handmade cards arrived.

“Their messages of hope are just wonder-
ful,” she said.

Sixth grader Blake Camacho’s message 
was simple. He drew a cheerful yellow 
fl ower on his folded piece of paper and 
wrote, “There is HOPE!”

Fourth grader Liz 
Cordes wrote, “PS 
195. I hope you get 
well soon. Love 
always, Liz.”

Sixth grader Matt Ol-
son wants students to 
know that they aren’t 
alone. He drew a sin-

gle red heart on the front of his card and 
wrote, “We are only 3,000 miles away, 
and we care and have hope for you!”

Wildwood Elementary School’s Student 
Council, made up of 32 students, coordi-
nated the card project in the aftermath of 
the hurricane. All 500 students in pre-
school through sixth grade were invited to 
make a card.

The activity “helps students to understand 
that there is a world outside of them-
selves,” said Vicki Egeland, a paraeduca-
tor (teaching assistant) and the school’s 
Student Council adviser. “For those that 
heard about the hurricane or saw the 
images on TV, it gives them an opportu-

nity to share messages 
of hope, caring, and 
friendship.”

This isn’t the fi rst 
time that Egeland 
has worked with the 
Student Council to co-
ordinate a schoolwide 
response to a tragedy, 
both nationally and 
internationally.

Just before winter break 
last month, the entire 
school sent thank you 
cards to the police of-
fi cers and fi refi ghters in 
Newtown, Connecticut 
who were among the 
fi rst to respond to the 
deadly shooting at 
Sandy Hook Elementary School.

“It will help them know that they have 
people out in the world who care for 
them,” said fourth grader Mya LeValley. 

Wildwood Elementary students also 
sent cards and letters to police offi cers, 
fi refi ghters, and other emergency person-
nel after the World Trade Center attack in 
2001, as well as cards to students in the 
South affected by Hurricane Katrina in 
2005.

After the Haiti earthquake in 2010, stu-
dents packaged health kits with basic ne-
cessities such as toothbrushes. They also 
raised more than $1,000 for an orphanage 
in southeast Asia after the 2004 tsunami 
that devastated the region.

Egeland said she chose Manhat-
tan Beach Elementary to receive the 
students’ cards this fall because the 
school is among many in communities 
that were in the hurricane’s direct path. 
It is also similar in size to Wildwood 
Elementary, serves elementary-age 
students, and is the same area that lost 
many fi refi ghters in the 2001 terrorist 
attack on the World Trade Center.

“The principal was so gracious and ap-
preciative when I told her what Wildwood 
wanted to do,” Egeland said.

Toomey said she plans to have her stu-
dents reciprocate soon by writing thank-
you letters to their new friends at Wild-
wood Elementary.

Association of Firefi ghters and Operation 
Warm, Inc., a nonprofi t distributor of new 
coats.

The three Puyallup schools selected to re-
ceive the free coats are among those with 
high percentages of students from families 
in need.

More than 45 percent of Woodland and 
Waller Road elementary school students 
qualifi ed for free or reduced-price meals 
last spring, for example, while more 
than 62 percent were eligible at Spinning 
Elementary.

While the program is intended for families 
struggling fi nancially, the coats were 
offered to Woodland, Waller Road, and 
Spinning elementary students regardless 

“When they light up with a big 
grin, my heart feels good.”

Dennis Lawson

Wildwood Elementary School Student Council 
members hold up a sign for New York school 
children after Superstorm Sandy. They also led 
a schoolwide card-making project.

group photo courtesy of Jessica Spruell


